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By John Earls

ETERAN dunt-topper Gabrielle

has proved 1o be one of the biggest

stars of the smash [TV contest

Masked Siager, but she neady quit

the show, she reveals, before it had

even begun. After initially fearing it
wouldn't go well, she had a bisst belore
being voted out on Saturday'’s semi-final,
when she was eamasked as Hadequin

But the singer, whose auxmber one hits in
the Nineties inchsde Dreams and Rise, was 50
distressed when she fest triad oo her cos-
tuwme’s intricate clown-faced mask that she
sutfferad & panic attack,

She immediately nsisted her manager call
ITV bosses to tell them she was pulling out.
Eventually she was pesuaded to carry on
and is now delighted she overcame her initial
fears. Recalling the desmatic moment she
nearly walked away, Gabrielle admitted:
“The first time | triad the mask oo was 50
scary. The dress fitting had been fine, but the
first day I put the mask on was when | mal
ised I could have a panic attack

“I couldn’t sing in it, | was haviog constant
panic attacks in it. [t was just so hot. I said to
my manager, “We're going Get the lawyers
in, because unless m) doa't have a replace-
ment, | can’t do this'

Gubrislle, who won two Brit Amés and
an Ivor Novello Award for her sevea Top 10
hits, admitted that bemng ;‘m to carry
on with the show was “like being talked
down off a ledge”

The 51-yearold star Delieves her anxety
might be mlated to the menopeuse, saying:
“Pm at the sge when women get hot, you
know what | mesa?™

Although she loves the fct & cew geners
tion of fans have discovered her, Cabrnielle
found it hard to perform the show's covers of

i including Ribanna, Tracy Chapman
Harry Styles.

“The panic never left ma. | had moments
where | calmed down and could control my
vuice, but there were other times I'd be

asping for aic. | was obviously try
ing to m§ t, but when 've watched the
show back, | hear my vocals and think, ‘Oh
there [ go’”

Despite fearing she'd “mess it wp™ in front
of a socially distanced studio audience,
Gabrielle went on The Masked Singer - com-
peting against, amongst others, Robin,
Badger and Sausage, who go through to the
final -~ because, she says, she's bacome more
confident since tumiag 50 in 2019,

“1 always felt ke a ?xuud." she revealed. “I
thought so many singers were better than
me, But, siace tumiag 50, Fve realised I've
been doing this for so long that people come
to my shows because they waal (0 see me
and what [ being,

“I can’t do vocal nuns Like Maciah (ar\:y of
Whitney Houston, people just want me to be
me, It simply took me years to mhuu‘vlnxe
that, and that's a 50 mindset. I'm haviog
P still here and P living my best ki

ABRIELLE'S optimism hasa't baen

dented despite contracting Cowid

last December, thee months after
filming The Masked Singer. The illness is still
so fresh in her mind that Gabrielle can rec ;l
the exact date she felt unwell, saying: “1 did a
photoshoot on the Monday and was fine,
then on Tuesday, December 15, [ felt like [
was coming down with flu. By Wednesday, |
coulde’t raise my head.

“] was bed-bound for a month, I didn't
have a Christmas. It was 50 scary. | had it
bad, but I was lucky, because obwicusly I
dida’t have it as bad as others.”

Gabrielle — real name Louisa Cabriella
Bobb - only left her house sgain for the first
time last week, saying: “People say you can’t
get the virus twice, but who knows for defi-
nite? I always go out with my mask sad |

socially distance, but the vins was so
horrible that I'm still scared. But [ know this
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Dreams can
come true

As she's outed as Harlequin on
The Masked Singer, how the TV
show has won the Nineties chart

topper a new generation of fans

.yn»n"

AW s m

Harlequin, left, before being
unmasked on Saturday




is a tempomry horrible time we're going
through. We have to hang on in theme and I
alwmtfmo find the gem in the nubble.”

Gabrielle is used to finding the gem in the
mubble. She up in Bmockiey, south
Lmdon,andﬁwbog with ptosis, a condi-
tion that gives her a lazy eyelid.

When she first found success with Dreams
in 1993, she wore an eyepatch to hide her
ga,andsimeherw% smash Give Me A

ttle More Time has wom her fringe long to
disguise it. “T smashed what a singer was sup-
osed to look like,” she says.
PTA5 0 child, Gabrielle was bullied merci

her condition. The mum of two *

recalied: *
: “Kids laughed at me for wanting to

sing. My school yearbook was full of people
saying ‘A singer? Yeah, yeah. Hope to see you
on Top Of The Pops —~ha ha

“Having a lazy eyelid meant | was a joke
to everyone, but P'm glad | had the haters
then, because [‘vebeegnhabh to show their
opinions dido’t matter.”

Gabrielle says she will always her eye
covered, feeling fhat letting pe see it
would make her feel exposad. But she's
happy she’s been a role model for childrea
with similar issues.
eyelid, but I've
always been opea sbout it," she explains.
“When | i:u letters from mums saying
they were pleased | was representing people

‘The first

time | tried
the mask was so
scary. | was
having constant
panic attacks
and couldn't

sing’
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SECURE IN HER SKIN: SI:':

uming S0, Gabrielle

has enjoyed new comnee
4

with imperfections, that was great, because
00 one should be margimalsed for how
look.

*I waso’'t considered the norm in music,
because there wes a certsin standaed of
beauty for women thea. There was no one
who looked like me.”

Askad if it's easier for women in music
now, she cites the treatment of Billie Eilish.
Gabrielle’s new album Do It in features
the covers she performed on The Masked
Singer, including Eilish’s hit Everything [
Wanted, as well 35 two new songs.

Gabriglle fismed: “The music industry has
evolved in some ways, but when [ Jook at
how Billie Eilish gets treated, it doesn’t feel

like fhings have
d at sll. She
usy wears dothes
that cover her, and
that's amazing.

“But the " second
Billle wore a slightly
tighter top, people
were coming for her,
saying ‘She's obscene
after all’

“It's like we've
gone back even fus
ther, because some-
how an incredibly
talented 19-yearold

woman s gettiog
bodyshamad and losing followers, when
there's no way a guy would get sayone com-
u'%for_tbev_ayheknks'

sabrielle s reluctant to share any details
about her partner, but reveals her new st
Stop Right Now was written after they hita
sticky patch. She said: “If's a relationship
that was worth saving. [t's @ personal song,
sbout baing madly in love and thea o
goes a bit ‘Hmm, this isa't gos 7
Rather than thinking it should
and straight away, it was Lat's take
a breather’.

“When you're in love when

‘e older, iate it more.
ou Gor't try to Jose yourself so
much. When you become more con-
fident, don’t look to your
other to make you feel whole.

“Love s just as jonate, but
think ‘Hm.lg'tumm—hﬁ
you go, it's not going to be the ead of my
world ™ RS sprising the star is protec-
tive of her personal life. She was devastated
when her ex-boyiriend Tony Aatoniou was
coavictad in 1997 of killing his stepfather.

HE COUPLE had separsted three
years eadier, when Cebrielle was
with their son Jordan, oow
a music industry talent scout, but
her name was Enked with the distressing
case. The trauma inspired her third album
Rise in 1999, which she will tour in
November Csabrielle recalled: *My heart-
ache was s0 intense that writing those songs
was like an exorcism. As scary as that sounds,
those songs just had to come out of me.

“Writing songs was my therapy. But, 22
years Iater, it's beautiful and calming to s
them, because people tell me how mu
those songs mean to them.

“They've become other people’s therspy
aow. [ can sing them with a different head
on, and that's & great place to be, even f it
haso't come o giit.

Now that she i Hving her best LHfe,
Gabrielle can eajoy guessing who the other
contestzats are on The Maskad Singer, sloag
with the sest of the viewers and celebrity
judges Davina McCall, Jonathan Ross, Rita
Ora and Mo Gilligan.

She insists the show i filmed in such
secrecy that she has no idea who Badger,
Sausage and the other finalist Robin are,
leughing: “How the hell dido’t I imow Mal B
was on, when [ was right next to hes?

“It's Jovely that pecple were guessiag it
was me. Even thoegh | triad to disguise oy
voice, [ was treading on Twitter, and that's
hilzrious for an clder woman Eke me.

“Doing that show and hawving so much fun
after ory tour had been cancelled, that's how
I try to lwe my kife cow. You know that
phase%lﬁegz’vesyouhmmmm
lemonade™” Forget fhat. [ wa=at to make
champegne, dading™

© Gabrelle’s new single Stop Right Now is
out now ox BMG. Her new albym, Do It
Again, s released on March 5 gud her Rise
Agau UK tosr runs from November 4 to

. See wwwmgabnelle.couk for detals
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